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Note: Chapter Trans 300 was renumbered from chapter MVD 17 and revised by (4m) “Rebody” means the placing of a new or replacement

emergencyule effective September 8, 1982; chapter MVD 17 as it existed on Febiu~ ; i i
ary 28, 1983 was repealed and a new chapter Trans 300 was created effective N%;(I"J:'po' bus body on a previously-licensed school bus chassis.

1,1983. (5) “SAE” means the society of automotive engineers.

(6) (& "School bus” or “bus” means a passenger motor
_Trans 300.01 Purpose and scope. (1) The purpose of yenjcle which is designed to carry 10 or more passengers in addi-
this chapter is to promote the safe transportation of pupils & to the driver, is painted in accordance with s. 347.44 (1),
other authorized persons in school buses as defined in s. 3493953{5.and transports persons as described in s. 340.01 (56) (a) and
(56), Stats. (am), Stats. A school bus may be classed as one of the following
(2) This chapter is intended to provide specific safety—relatéghes:

standards regarding the design, construction, inspection, andq A type ‘A" school bus is a conversion or body constructed

operation of school busgs. - ~upon a van-type or cutaway front-section vehicle with a left side
(3) The chapter provides for differing standards for vehiclegriver’s door, designed for carrying more than 10 persons. This
of varying size and configuration. definition shall include the following 2 classifications:
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, &ff1-83. a. Type A-I, with a GVWR over 10,000 pounds.
Trans 300.02 Definitions.  In this chapter: b. Type A-ll, with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds and under.

(1) “Attended” means the driver is in the immediate area of the 2: A type “B” sctool bus is a conversion or body constructed
school bus service door or, in the case of a bus equipped withng installed upon a van or front-section vehicle chassis, or

powerlift, the driver is assisting a disabled person to board or egffiPped chassis, with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than
the bus operating the power lift controls. 10,000 pounds, designed for carrying more than 10 persons. Part

“ » . of the engine is beneath or behind, or both, the windshield and
(Im) *Department” means the department of transportatlo@.eside the driver's seat. The entrance door is behind the front

(2) “Driver's compartment” means the area forward of thg naels.

Leuirmost portion of the driver’s seat across the entire width of the 3. Atype “C” school bus is a body installed upon a flat back

W Y . owl chassis, with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than
(2m) “FMVSS” means federal motor vehicle safety Sta”da“go,ooo pounds, designed for carrying more than 10 persons. All

(3) “GAWR” means the gross axle weight rating. of the engine is in front of the windshield and the entrance door
(4) “GVWR” means the gross vehicle weight rating. is behind the front wheels.
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4. Atype “D” school bus is a body installed upon a chassisf such intent prior to the signing of the purchase order. A notation
with the engine mounted in the front, midships, or rear, withan the purchase order shall fulfill this requirement.
gross vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds, designeq2) Any person intending to purchase a school bus body to be
for carrying more than 10 persons. The engine may be behindgbgbinedwith a motor vehicle chassis to form a body—on—chassis
windshield and beside the driver’s seat, or it may be at the reaggfe school bus shall provide the seller or distributor with a written
the bus, behind the rear wheels, or midships between the front agflce of such intent prior to the signing of the purchase order. A
rear axles. The entrance door is ahead of the front wheels. notation on the purchase order shall fulfill this requirement.

(b) "SChQO| bUS_" does not include an alternativg vehicle, a (3) Any person purchasing a school bus may not use the
human service vehicle, a motor bus or a motor vehicle opera{gghicle for any pupil transportation unless the bus has been
as part of an urban mass transit system, in accordance withhspected by the department and approved for use as a school bus

340.01 (56) (b), Stats. in Wisconsin. This may not preclude such use if items needing
(7) “Secretary” means the secretary of the department @drrection or alteration after the initial inspection are of a nature
transportation. thatwould not affect safe transportation of students. The inspect-

(7m) “Vehicular hazard warning lamps” means utilization ofng officer shall advise the owner if a new bus may be used while
all turn signal lights simultaneously by actuating the vehicul&fe items not in compliance are being corrected.

i i History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 33-¢er.(intro.), Register,
hazarduwammg S\_N,!tCh' . é;;bruary, 1995, No. 470, ef-1-95 am. (3), Register, December, 1997, No. 504,
(8) “Wheelchair” means any specially constructed wheelegt. 1-1-98s.

device used exclusively for the movement of physically disabled )
persons. Trans 300.15 Employer requirements. (1) Each

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum. (1) to (Ln§mployer of school bus drivers shall be responsible to determine
cr. (1), (2my), (4m), (7m), am. (8), Register, February, 1995, No. 47@-4f95r  that only qualified personnel operate school buses according to
and recr. (6), Register, December, 1397, No. 5041 eff-98. safe practices and that each bus is qualified for pupil transporta-

Subchapter I—Purchasing and Operatin tion. _
P Requiremengts P g (2) The operator or owner of a school bus shall have a mainte-
nancerecord file for each school bus. The maintenance record file
Trans 300.10 Manufacturer. It is the vehicle manufac- Shall be kept at the principal repair facility used for the bus. If the
turer and the school bus body manufacturer’s responsibility R4S owner does not operate a repair facility, the record file shall
manufacture a school bus in compliance with all federal and stBfekept current at another location accessible for inspection. The
standards applicable to the manufacturer of school buses. teeord fileshall be maintained for the life of the bus and shall con-
vehicle manufacturer shall provide copiestbequipment recalls tain: o . . .
to the administrator, Wisconsin division of state patrol, to assure(a) ldentification of the bus including make, model, vehicle
appropriate repairs are made. identification number, and fleet number.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. Register, Febru- (b) A record ofepairs performed including the date and nature
ary, 1995, No. 470, efg-1-95. of repair

Trans 300.11 Dealer. (1) Itis the chassis dealer’s respon- (C) A record of the lubrication and preventive maintenance
sibility to furnish a motor vehicle chassis that is to be combin@grformed including date and nature of maintenance.
with aschool bus body which meets the applicable state standard¢d) The initial inspection and a copy of the latest inspection
that relate to chassis components. The chassis dealer is the spgtformed by state employees.
tory owner of the school bus. (3) All required records shall be open for inspection and pre-
(2) General practice through the years has made the sche@nted to the secretary or designee upon demand. The secretary
bus body distributor the person who actually delivers the schaafy periodically authorize deletion or destruction of material
bus to the purchaser. The presale inspection shall be the resp@®sitained in the record file.
bility of the dealer or the distributor delivering the school bus to (4) A driver’s written report of a bus defect or of an unsafe bus
the purchaser. as determined during a pre-trip inspection or during the bus
(3) The dealer or distributor that is required to secure the préperation shall be maintained for a period of 7 calendar days after
ale inspection shall be clearly indicated on the purchase ordefepair.

; ; istory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 2ff1-83; am. (2) (a), Register,
(4) The dealer shall assure that copies of all equment rec?ﬁlégruary, 1995, No. 470, e§-1-95 am. (3), Register, December, 1997, No. 504,

are provided to the division of state patrol. eff. 1-1-98;CR 03-116: am. (2) (d) Register April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5-1-04.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), (3), cr. (4), ) ) )
Register, February, 1995, No. 470, &ff1-95. Trans 300.16 Driver requirements. (1) Prior to the

start ofany trip, the driver shall check the condition of the bus, giv-

ing particular attention to brakes, tires, lights, emergency equip-

t, mirrors, windows, and interior cleanliness of the bus.

ects shall be reported in writing to the person in charge of bus
tenance. The driver shall be responsible for the cleanliness

F?ne interior of the bus and shall ensure that the windshield and

lirrors are clean before each school bus operation and that the

h ho furnish bodv shall for the init obelight is actuated whenever the bus is in operation on a high-
tor or owner wno turnisnes a rebody shall arrange for the Initigh,, ¢4 purposes specified in s. 340.01 (56) (a) and (am), Stats.
inspection prior to its use as a school bus.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. Register, Febr\:l]— ) .Amdes may .nOt be transpo_rted within the bus b0(_jy if
ary, 1995, No. 470, efg-1-95. there is or may be interference with the safe transportation of
pupils or with the driver or if the articles obstruct the aisle, step-

Trans 300.13 Purchaser. No person may purchase awell, or steps. No animal, firearm, or other weapon of any sort,
schoolbus previously titled and registered in another state or jurigr articles not associated with school activity shall be permitted on
diction to be used in Wisconsin school transportation that is dnpus without the express, written authorization of the appropriate
excess of 5 years of age from the original date of manufacturechool administrator. The bus driver shall refuse admittance to
(1) Any person intending to purchase a motor vehicle to lamy student not presenting the required written authorization. The
used as a school bus shall provide the seller with a written notitrever shall designate where all such articles shall be carried in the

Trans 300.12 Distributor.  The school bus body distribu-
tor acts as an agent of the final assembler of the school bus.
distributor is the agent that may arrange for the presale inspect
of the school bus. If the purchaser wishes to arrange for the pre
inspection, this shall clearly be stated on the purchase order.
distributor shall furnish a school bus body which meets the ap
cablestate standards that relate to body components. The distri
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bus. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to animals spe-(11) A driver may not leave the bus unattended with the
cially trained to aid disabled persons which may be permittedenginerunning or the key in the ignition when pupils are in the bus

accord with s. 174.056 (1), Stats. or in the immediate area of the bus.
(3) The driver may not smoke or permit smoking aboard the (12) Except as provided in sub. (15), the doors of a bus shall
school bus. be closed securely before starting and shall remain closed while

(4) A driver may not operate a school bus while under tibe bus i; i_n motion. Ab_rupt starts and stops or sudden maneuvers
influence of alcohoi or a controlled substance or a combination@€ Prohibited, except in an emergency.
alcohol and a controlled substance or permit the use of alcohol 0(13) The driver may not require nor permit any passenger to
a controlled substance on any school bus. The driver may attnd while the vehicle is in motion except while a passenger is
operate achool bus if he or she is under any medication, or cogeing to a door or seat just prior to stopping or immediately after
bination of medication and alcohol, which may affect the safeading. This does not apply to chaperones or monitors in the per-
operation of the bus. formance otheir duties. The driver may not permit gyassenger

(5) Drivers operating a school bus that meets the definition & Sit anywhere on the bus except in seats provided.
a commercial motor vehicle shall comply with ss. 346.63 (5) and (14) The driver may not operate a school bus beyond the legal
346.63 (7) (a), Stats. posted speed limits on any town, county, municipal, state or fed-

(6) Drivers operating a school bus not meeting the definitigif@l highway.
of a commercial motor vehicle shall comply with the following: (15) The driver of a school bus required to stop at a railroad
(a) A driver may not consume an intoxicating beverage regaf§oSSing by s346.45, Stats., shall come to a full stop at a distance
less of its alcoholic content within 4 hours before going on dugj not less than 15 feet nor more than 50 feet before crossing at

or operating, or having physical control of, a school bus. tade any track of a railroqd. Thg vehicle hazard warning Iamps
(b) A driver may not consume an intoxicating bevera shall beused when the bus is slowing for the stop and shall remain

: - . €ragsh until the bus has resumed normal speed. While the bus is so
regardlgss of its alcoholic content while on duty, or operating, &ropped, the driver shall open the service door and listen and look
in physical control of, a school bus. _ in both directions along the track for any approaching train and for

(c) Adriver may not have in his or her possession any alcohdlignalsindicating the approach of a train. After stopping and upon
beverage regardless of its alcoholic contelmitaron duty or oper- proceedingvhen it is safe to do so, the driver of the bus shall cross

ating a school bus. only in the gear of the bus that will make it unnecessary to manu-
(d) A driver may not operate a school bus while having a@jly shift gears while traversing the crossing, and the driver may
measured alcohol concentration above 0.0. not shift gears while traversing the crossing. The service door
(7) The driver shall maintain order among passengers beipigéllremain open until the front wheels of the bus have cleared the
transported and shall promptly report any misconduct to tfiest set of tracks for each required stop, but shall be closed before
proper authority. The driver may assign a seating order. shifting.

(8) Loading stations or points shall be selected with duge (16) In case of an accident or a breakdown, when practicable,
regard for traffic and pedestrian safety and shall be approvedt§ driver shall remain with the bus and may send 2 responsible
school authorities. When flashing red warning lights are usedR&ils or other passengers to the nearest place for help unless aid
required by s. 346.48, Stats., they shall be actuated continuolily een secured by means of 2-way communication.
at least 100 feet before stopping. The stop arm shall be used iff17) The use of audio headsets by drivers shall be prohibited.
conjunction with the flashing red warning lights and shall be (18) Drivers shall check the entire interior of the school bus
extended only after the bus comes to a stop. Except where tHellewing each trip to assure all passengers are off the bus.
are _specnal Ioad_lng zones where the bus is entirely off the travelec{lg) Drivers, school boards, transportation supervisors, and
portion of the highway, the bus shall be stopped on the travelgek owners shall cooperate at all times with authorized division

portion of the highway in the lane farthest to the right which {5 state patrol personnel in carrying out the inspection of school
improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travelses and equipment.

excluding the berm or shoulder. The flashing red warning lights

may not be extinguished until loading or unloading is complet (20) No persons except pupils, school employees, chaperones

: other persons approved by the school or department authori-

f;r:)d Fz);\er:zosr;;l\;vgg gggcfégsggfgfeh'gqryay tﬁresafe_ly acrt(_)ss. t %shall be permitted to ride in a school bus subject to this chapter,
P putting the bus |r_1 mo |on.. provided that school board members or an authorized department
(9) A school bus may not be stopped on any portion of a higficial conducting an inspection of the vehicle or examination of

way for the loading or discharge of pupils or other persons unlgsg driver’s ability shall be given such privilege. Transportation

the bus is painted the yellow and black school bus color combiggpassengers in excess of the number posted in the bus is prohib-

tion, is equipped with a stop signal arm and alternating flashifgq.

red lights and is identified by a school bus sign. This subsectiopstory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), (3), renum.

doesnot apply to a vehicle which is operating within a municipal®) to (15) to be (7) to (16) and (19) and am. (7) to (10), (12), (14) to (16), cr. (5), (6),

ity and which is not readily dentiable as a school bus. Whaff), (8 (0) Regstr febriatfos Mo aio et S Heam D10 (0 0@

loading ordischarging pupils in a rural area, a vehicle not identift1), Register, April, 1999, No. 520, ef-1-99.

able as a school bus shall do so off the highway and in such a man-

ner that the pupils do not have to cross the highway. Trans 300.17 Passengers. School bus passengers shall
(10) The driver shall make sure that there is no traffic dangeomply with any lawful order given by the driver in carrying out

before allowing pupils to cross the highway. Pupils obliged tbe driver’s responsibility of transporting passengers safely.

cross the highway shall be required to cross from a point at leastistory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, &ff1-83.

10 feet forward of the standing bus only after receiving a signal

from the driver. When discharging passengers the driver may noffrans 300.18 Out of service. (1) Any bus that is found

proceed until all persons are at a safe distance away from thetouse in such condition that it is unsafe for use as a school bus shall

or, if crossing the roadways, they are safely across the streehave an "out of service” sticker attached to the lower right corner

highway. This subsection applies only where flashing red signafsthe windshield, and the vehicle may not be used as a school bus

are required by s. 346.48, Stats., or authorized by s. 349.21, Stalsle the sticker is displayed.

Register, April, 2004, No. 580



Trans 300.18 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 374

Unofficial Text (See Printed Volume). Current through date and Register shown on Title Page.

(2) A vehicle with an "out of service” sticker displayed shalkafety standards, adopted by the United States department of
be reinspected by and shall have the sticker removed by teansportation and in effect on October 1, 1996 shall be enforced
employee of the division of state patrol or authorized agent of timerelation to a school bus under this chapter as though the regula-
carrier at the direction of the division of state patrol employé®ns were set out in full in this chapter.

prior to reuse as a school bus. Note: Copies of the references are on file in the offices of the Division of State
. trol, the Secretary of State, and the Revisor of Statutes; or may be purchased from
(3) It shall be illegal for any person other than“an agent Of_t > Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE), 400 Commonwealth Drieeréfdale,
department to remove, conceal or obstruct an “out of serviaex, 15096. The standards are noted in the SAE handbook, 1997 edition. Any stan-

sticker unless the vehicle: dard or recommended practice shall be treated as an approved standard and shall not
. . be advisory in nature.
(a) Has the base school bus registration removed. History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; correction in (1)

_ i i ibit i ipl&.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, December, 1987, No. 384;
(b) Is re-registered in such a manner as to prohibit its useg%@(l)) e iy (j§, (kg,(R)egister, Febmagry’ A A e
a school bus. am. (1) (k) and renum. and am. (2) to be (1) (k) Note, Register, December, 1997, No.
(c) Is converted to meet the requirements of s. Trans 300.3#. eff.1-1-98.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, ff1-83; am. (1), (2), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-=98m. (1), (2) and (3) (a) and (b), Register, Trans 300.21 Rebody requirements. (1) A school bus
December, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98. may be upgraded by the installation of a new body on an older

Trans 300.19 Requirements to convert a school chassis. This product will be known as a rebody school bus.
bus. The owner of every vehicle identified as a school bus by (2) A chassis provided for a rebody shall be currently titled

color, signs, and lights which is converted from a school bus@8d licensed as a school bus in Wisconsin. o
some other type of vehicle shall comply with the following (3) Proof shall be presented to the school bus body distributor

requirements: that all chassis defects from the previous inspection have been
(1) Repaint the entire vehicle to a color other than glossy y&@rrected.
low or any color commonly referred to as yellow. (4) The following items shall have been replaced with new or

(2) Physically removéhe flashing red lights from the vehicle;"ebuilt parts within 12 months prior to the time of rebody:
the mere disconnection, covering or repainting of the flashing red(a) All brake lines replaced with steel or stainless steel lines

lights does not comply with this requirement. and all brake hoses replaced.
(3) Remove the stop signal arm. (b) Hydrovac and related lines.
(4) Remove any sign identifying the vehicle as a school bus. () Vacuum tanks.
(5) Remove the crossing gate. (d) Shock absorbers.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-@8. (2), Register, i i i i .
December, 1997, No. 504, eff. 11-@R 03-116: cr. (5) Register April 2004 No. (e) If air equpped, all tanks, lines, dlaphragms_,, and_valves
580, eff. 5-1-04. (5) Any chassis 5 years old or less that has the items in sub. (4)

) may be waived from replacement provided the school bus body
Trans 300.20 Adoption of standards. (1) Pursuantto distributor is satisfied it is in like—new condition.

s. 227.21, Stats,, the attorney general and the revisor of statutegs) The replacement body shall meet all FMVSS requirements
have consented to the incorporation by reference of the followiggpicable at the time the body was manufactured.

standards. (7) All rebody school buses shall be inspected by the division

(&) SAE J579c—sealed beam headlamp units for motgf siate patrol before operation as a school bus. This inspection
vehicles. SAE standard approved January 1940 and last rewsmﬁu be the same inspection as a presale inspection.

by the lighting committee December 1984. History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No. 470, #1-95.
(b) SAE J585e—tail lamps (rear position lampSAE stan-
dard approved March 1918 and last revised by the lighting com-Trans 300.22 Charter operations. A school bus may be
mittee March 1986. used temporarily as a motor bus for transportation purposes if the
(c) SAE J586 Feb 84—stop lampSAE standard approved following requirements are met:
February 1927, completely revised by the lighting committee (1) The registration requirements as provided in s. 341.26 (7),
December 1989. Stats.

(d) SAE J587 Oct 81—license plate lampSAE standard (2) The lettering as prescribed by s. 347.44 (1) (c), Stats., is
approved March 1918 and last revised by the lighting committeevered or removed. This may be accomplished by substituting
August 1985. the word "charter” for "school.” This subsection does not apply

(e) SAE J588f—turn signal lampsSAE standard approved When transporting children for any purpose under s. 346.48 (2)

February 1927 and last revised by the lighting committee Ju(§g, Stats.
1991 History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-@% (2), Register,
' X . ... December, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98.
(f) SAE J592 Jan 84—clearance, side marker, and identifica-

tion lamps. SAE standard approved January 1937 and last revised Subchapter Il—Equipment Standards
by the lighting committee March 1990.

(9) SAE J593e—backup lampsSAE standard approved Trans 300.25 Aisle. (1) Every type A-l, B, C or D school
August 1947 and last revised June 1989. bus or type A-Il school bus manufactured in 2 stages, shall have
(h) SAE J887 May 82—school bus warning lamPAE stan- a center aisle with a minimum clearance 12 inches wide. The cen-
dard approved July 1964 and completely revised August 198Ter aisle shall be the open area which pupils entering the service
(i) SAE J914b—side turn signal lampSAE recommended door utilize to gain access to their seats. The center aisle shall
practice approved February 1965 and last revised Novemg&tendfrom the driver’'s compartment to the emergency exit at the
1989. rear of the bus. The school bus that has a side emergency door
() SAE J1133 April 84—school bus stop arReport of the shall, in addition, have a 12-inch wide aisle from the center aisle

lighting committee, approved April 1976, completely revised Julp the side emergency door. The intent of this requirement is to
1%89. 9 PP P pietely rovide al2-inch wide, unrestricted aisle to any egesrcy door.

(k) Federal regulations adoptedThe federal regulations in Ssztz)rﬁnc?pRigigg??:ggrz‘a"r’;‘elgéghsgssg rl?ft ;‘_nl_ag';lgr'n (1), Register
title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, part 393, parts and acceﬁﬁr-uarym%: No. 470, eff. 3-1-9&m. (1) and (2), Register, December, 1997, No.

ries necessary for safe operation, and part 571, motor vehile, eff 1-1-98.
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Trans 300.26 Alternator, generator. (1) The alternator effect atthe time of manufacture. Each brake system including the
or generator shall have a capacity that meets or exceeds the npiaiking brake shall be maintained in good working order. The
mum requirement for the reserve capacity rating of the batterjarake system shall be free of any leaks. The lines and hoses may

(2) A school bus of more than 15,000 pounds GVWR shall @t be chafed, flattened or restricted in any way.
equippedwith an alternator or generator of at least 100 ampere rat-(2) A type A-I, B, C or D school bus that uses air assisted
ing. brakes shall be equipped with a low pressure warning system
(3) A school bus of 15,000 pounds GVWR or less but mo#ghich functions at 60 psi and lower. The governor cut out pres-
than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall be equipped with an alternagst'e may not exceed 135 psi. The governor cut in pressure may
or generator of at least 80 ampere rating. not be lower than 80 psi.
(4) Atype A-ll school bus shall be equipped with an alterna- (3) A type A-l, B, C or D school bus that uses vacassisted
tor or generator of at least 60 ampere rating. If a school budfigkes shall be equipped with a low pressure warning system
equippedwith a power lift, it shall be equipped with an 80 amper&hich functions when the vacuum is 8 inches of mercury and less.
or more rated alternator or generator. (4) Atype A-Il, B, C or D school bus when equipped with air
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (4), Registgr vacuum assisted brakes shall be equipped with a reserve tank
February, 1995, No. 470, ef-1-95 am. (4), Register, December, 1997, No. 504 4ing a capacity of not less than 1,000 cubic inches to provide
additionalair or vacuum for the primary brake system. There shalll
Trans 300.27 Barriers. (1) Every type A-l, B, C or D be acheck valve or pressure protective valve to protect the system

school bus shall be equipped with a barrier forward of the fofom loss of air or vacuum. There shall be no accessory except the
most right and left front seats that complies with FMVSS 220w pressure warning device operated from the air or vacuum
school bus seating and crash protection. reserve tank or its connecting lines. The low pressure warning

(2) Atype A-Il school bus manufactured in 2 stages shall stem shall be installed to indicate the air pressure or vacuum in

equippeduith a barrier or a padded stanchion forward of the foréi€ tank. The gauge required to monitor this system shall be vis-
most right and left front seats. The barrier shall extend from t e to the driver at all imes. Unless previously equipped, a type
wall to the aisle. If a stanchion is utilized, the area immediatefy | SChool bus with a GVWR of 11,500 pounds or less that uses

in front of the foremost seat shall be protected with a padded pa dgt'um ?ssisted btrakEs is ant required f[g getr(]equipped with ?‘Q

extending from no more than 4 inches above the floor to the cro® tl lona retselg\lﬁvgg Nan lgguge, provided the vacuum assis

bar. The stanchion bars shall be padded. System meets 0. 1o _ _ _
(3) If the bus meets any federal requirements relating to t e(lf) Ev?ry school bus shall be equipped with a power assist

use of seat belts, the bus shall, in addition, be equipped with batfE<€ System. o _

ers or stanchions as indicated in this section. (6) The interior of the brake drums, brake linings, brake discs,
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. Register, Feb@d pads shall be free of cracks and contamination from oil or

a;fy, 1191952,352\10. 470, eff. 3-1-98m. (1) and (2), Register, December, 1997, No 504jrease.

o ' (7) The brake systems shall be properly adjusted to provide
Trans 300.28 Battery. The storage battery shall have gnaximum braking effort in accordance with 49 CFR 396.17

cranking performance rating equal to or greater than the cu _ptendlé GR)- ster Feb 1983, No. 326, 31-83 1. 6. 7). R
f B H story: Cr. Register, Fepruary, , NO. , —0J3; am. , , , Reg-
inch displacement of the engine powered by any means other t@@ February1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-9am. (1) to (4), Register, December, 1997,

with diesel fuel. No. 504, eff. 1-1-98CR 03-116: am. (4) Register April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5-1-04.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, &ff1-83.
) . Trans 300.32 Bumpers. (1) The front bumper of type
Trans 300.29 Battery carrier and connections. A-1, B, C or D buses shall have not less than an 8-inch face and
(1) All batteries shall be securely attached in a manner to prevgfk|| extend between the frame rails as a minimum. The bumper
dislocation in the event of an accident. The battery may BRall be of sufficient strength and be positioned to permit pushing

mounted in the engine compartment or, when mounted outsidgQfenhicle of similar weight without distortion to the bumper, chas-
the engine compartment, it shall be contained in a closed, draingg, or body.

weather-tight and vented compartment which shall retain the bat-(z) The rear bumper of type A-I, B, C or D buses shall have

tery in the event of upset or roll-over of the bus. If the battery i§|6ss than an 8-inch face and shall wrap around the rear cormners
mounted in the body skirt, the battery compartment door or coyghna haqy to a point at least 12 inches forward. The bumper shall
shall be secured by a latch. The battery may not be located in %f sufficient strength and shall be positioned to permit the bus
passenger compartment. _ to be pushed without distortion to either the bumper or the bus
(2) The cables to the battery may not be spliced. ~ body. There shall be no more than 1/2 inch space between the
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), Registgjmper and the body. Protective material may be utilized to fill

February, 1995, No. 470, e#-1-95 am., Register, December, 1997, No. 504, eff. . R
1168, I ¢ all or part of the required I/2 inch space.

(3) Type A-ll buses shall be equipped with bumpers on the
Trans 300.30 Book racks. (1) Book racks, if installed, front and on the rear.
shall belocated above the side windows. They may not extend forHistory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 8f1-83; am. (1), (2), Register,
ward of the foremost point of the front seat or across or above fggruary, 1995, No. 470, e§-1-95 am. (1) to (3), Register, December, 1997, No.
emergency door. 504, eff.1-1-98.

(2) Book racks made of expanded, punched, or woven metaltrans 300.33 Capacity. (1) The passenger capacity of a
are not permitted. school bus shall be determined by the following standards:

(3) Book racks shall be free of projections or sharp edges. (a) puypils through the 12th grade shall be allotted 13 inches of
(4) Bookracks are permitted only in buses with a minimum ddeating space.

/"

72 ) head room. ) (b) Each wheelchair location shall be counted as one seating
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-@8. (1), Register, osition

December, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98. p :

(2) There shall be displayed on the inside of the bus directly

Trans 300.31 Brakes. (1) Every school bus shall meetover the windshield on the right side a sign indicating the maxi-
federal brake standards under 49 CFR 393.40 to 393.52, 396rhdm pupil passenger capacity. The size of the letters and numer-
and applicable standards under 49 CFR 571.105 and 571.12K lishall be large enough to permit them to be read by passengers.
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Transportation of passengers in excess of the number designatetirans 300.35 Construction. (1) The construction shall
on the sign or of the actual seat measurement is prohibited. be of prime commercial quality steel or other metal, or material
(3) The total available seating capacity per seat shall detifith strength at least equivalent to all-steel, as certified by the bus
minethe capacity of the bus. Fold down or fold up seats or reclipody manufacturer, except for the grill, hood, or fenders and shall
ing seats are not permitted except that at side emergency dsgnply with FMVSS 220, school bus rollover protection. Type
locations, a "flip-up seat” may be used. The "flip-up seat” shai~I, B, C or D school buses shall comply with FMVSS 221,
conform to the following requirements: school bus body joint strength.
(@) The “flip—up seat” shall be designed and constructed to (2) The construction shall provide a reasonably dustproof and
inhibit passenger limbs from becoming lodged between the s&gather tight unit. Openings between the chassis and passenger

cushion and seat back. compartment siil be sealed to prevent fumes or exhaust gas from
(b) The working mechanism under the seat shall be covere®f8€'1ng the bus body. _ _ _
eliminate any tripping hazard. (3) The floor or subfloor shall be of prime commercial quality

(c) The bottom of the “flip—up seat” shall be covered with she teel of at least 14 gauge or material with strength at least equiva-
metal or other material of equal strength and durability and affy't t© all-steel, as certified by the bus body manufacturer. Ply-
sharp edges padded to prevent injury or snagging of clothing. oo"dbm?y bﬁsed 'f” a(:ctiltlgn tg otI:jefr ﬂOOI’I_I;]jg Tat‘?d”al' The Il'ootrh

. . all be level from front to back and from side to side except in the
cal(gLs-li-tliqoenSSS'E;rrr]lzltligglI?/evf/ﬁgr?dngpgc%ounpiggcmd torise to avé; eel housing, toeboard, and driver’s seat platform areas. The

body cross members below the floor may have no more than 2

(4) All passengers aboard a school bus shall be seated in a pgfsecutiveand no more than 3 total members that are completely
manently mounted seat. This subsection does not apply to persgRged through.

transported in wheelchairs or in other devices where special carez4) For type A-I, B, C or D buses, all joints within bus bodies

is required. : . i AR
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), renum. %]ICh employ discrete fas.teners’. sp_e_C|f|caIIy t.hose which join
to (3) (intro.) and am., cr. (3) (a) to (Register, Februar§995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95 nels to panels, shall achieve a significant portion of the strength

am. (3) (intro.), Register, December, 1997, No. 504 1eff-98. of the parent metal, so that all available panel materials are capa-

) ble of serving as part of the structure.
Trans 300.34 Color. (1) All school buses shall be painted (5) Al metal used in construction of the bus body shall be
national school bus glossy yellow with the exception of the tring;,

Il wheel dthe b i d wheel be ch c— or aluminum—coated or treated by an equivalent process
grill, wheels and the bumpers. Grills and wheels may be chromgsqrethe bus is constructed. Included are such items as structural
black, yellow, silver, or gray. Engine hood tops may be paint

lack or 1 | ilow f | . mbers, inside and outside panels, floor panels and floor sill.
matte black or lusterless yellow for glare reduction. Excluded are the door handles, grab handles, stanchions, interior

(2) When painted, the bumper shall be painted black.  decorative parts, and other interior plated parts.

(3) The following are designated as trim and shall be painted (6) Annually between December 1 and December 15, each
black: school bus manufacturer shall certify to the department that all

(@) Rub rails. school buses manufactured for sale in Wisconsin in the following

(b) Stop arm mounting brackets. calendaryear will comply with this section. The certification shall

4) The followi ; ; e filed in the division of state patrol. The certification may be
ner(1tg antf ifop;)imgg ;nh% %% %?t?:gp%tlggka;tsglg\:v?ody Compgddressed to the administrator, division of state patrol, P.O. Box

(a) Door handles 7912, Madison, WI 53707-7912.
(b) Grab han dles. (7) Each school bus body manufacturer shall stamp the letters

i “WI” either preceding or following the body identification num-
(c) Window sash, seals, gaskets, pillars, and bands on expasgdio indicate that the bus body was built to meet Wisconsin

edges. school bus construction standards. The school bus body manufac-
(d) Door seals and gaskets. turer shall furnish to the department a blueprint indicating the size
(e) Mirror frame and mounting brackets. and placement of the “WI” requirement on its buses to be sold in

(f) Lamp flanges, housings, and an area around the tail lanf¥i§consin. Asample plate shall be furnished by the manufacturer
or combination stop and turn lamps not to exceed 3 inches. Arfx#he division of state patrol showing the placement of the “WI".
adjacent taub rails may exceed 3 inches to the extent of the widfiS Subsection does not apply to vehicles in use as school buses
of the rub rail. in Wisconsin prior to March 1, 1979.

(g) Reflector frames and flanges. (8) The owner of any vehicle previously marked, registered,

(h) Windshield wiper arms or tltled.ln another jurl5d|ct|on asa sphogl bqs shall', prior to using

. . ' the vehicle for any pupil transportation in Wisconsin, submit the

(i) Snow rails. vehicle for department inspection and approval as provided by s.

() License frame and mounting brackets. Trans 300.13 (3). In addition, the owner shall provide proof satis-
(k) Service door. factory tothe division of state patrol that the vehicle is constructed
(5) The body manufacturer's name including a logo ma qompllance V_Vlth this section.

appear on the exterior of the vehicle in any color. History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), (6), .

. . L . . and recr. (8), Register, February, 1995, No. 4703eff-95 emergam. (1) and (3),
(6) Noncontrasting reflective material is permitted to includeft. 7-1-97; am. (1), (3) and (4), Register, December, 1997, No. 508+ &98.

but not limited to, rub rails, snow rails, as “school bus” lettering

and the owner’s identification as required in s. Trans 300.61 (6) Trans 300.355 Crossing gate. (1) All school buses

or permitted in s. Trans 300.61 (7). Front or rear bumper, or bathall have a crossing gate installed by May 1, 2004.

may be marked diagonally 2%lown to centerline of pavement (2) The crossing gate shall be mounted on the right side of the
with 2-inch wide strips of noncontrasting reflective material. front bumper and shall open to 90 degrees.

(7) Yellow reflective tape may be located on the rub rail in (3) The crossing gate shall meet or exceed SAE J1133. The
areas of emergency exit windows in order to meet requiremeotessing gate shall be constructed of noncorrosive or nonferrous
of FMVSS 217. material or treated in accordance with body sheet metal specifica-
ReHiizigrry:':ecbrr-uiregiigegsl:eg%argﬁlsgfif, 5'3\15(; n?2(66,)eafa.d3grlz78)3: am. S(tle)r, %1()5 C(2}]1(ﬁi7ionsand shall have no sharp edges or projections that could cause
beﬁ 1097, No. 503{’ off 1_‘}_%é 03-116: am. (1), (4) (¢) and (7). or ?4) (K) Regis- hazard or injury to students. The color may be yellow, black, sil-
ter April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5-1-04. ver or gray.
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(4) The crossing control arm shall extend a minimum of 7Buses are exempt from the requirement to have glazing in the
inches, measured from the bumper at the arm assembly attdotver part of the door. The left side emergency door shall be
ment point, when in the extended position. The arm shall exteeglipped with safety glass in the upper portion and the lower por-
simultaneously with the stop arm by means of the stop arm caion shall be of at least the same gauge metal as the body. The
trols. emergency door shall be hinged on the right side if it is in the rear

(5) An automatic recycling interrupt switch may be installe@f the bus and on the front side if it is in the left side and shall open
for temporary disabling of the crossing control arm. An electrénly outward. Control of the emergency door from the driver’s
magnetic device may be installed to stabilize the arm when in 8&#at shall not be permitted.
stored position. (6) The emergency doors shall be equipped with a slide bar,

History: CR 03-116: cr. Register April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5-1-04. cam-operated latch which shall have a minimum stroke of one
. inch. The latch shall be equipped with an electric plunger-type
Trans 300.36 Defroster. (1) The defrosting system shall Sﬁ/itch connected with a distinctive signal audible to the driver,

have the capacity to keep the windshield, the window to the IgH{a)| pe automatically operated, shall clearly indicate the unlatch-
of the driver and the glass in the service door clear of fog and frq)ﬁb of the emergency door and may not have a cutoff switch
The defroster outlets may not be restricted in any way.

i o installed in the circuit. The switch and its activating plunger shall
(2) Fans may be used in addition to defrosters, but shall e enclosed in a case, which will prevent tampering, and wires

mounted so as not to obstruct the driver’s view. leadingfrom the switch shall be concealed in the body. The switch
(3) Any exposed fan blade shall have a shroud. shall be so installed that the plunger contacts the farthest edge of
(4) The defrosting system shall conform to SAE standardid€ slide bar in such a manner that any movement of the slide bar

J391 and J382. will immediately close the circuit and activate the signal. The door

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 81-83; cr(4), Register, Feb- _latch shall be equipped with an interior handle which shall be
rltl_alrgéég%y No. 470, ef8-1-95 am. (1), Register, December, 1997, No. 504, effcapable of quick release but shall be protected against accidental
: release. The handle shall lift up to release the latch. The outside

Trans 300.37 Drive shaft. (1) Each segment of the drive handleshall be such as to minimize hitching and shall be securely

shaft more than 18 inches long shall be equipped with a suitapiEached. )

guard to prevent an accident or injury in the event of its fracture (7) If locks are installed on the emergency door they shall
or disconnection. This section does not apply to type A-Il bus@glude adevice to prevent the activating of the starter mechanism
manufactured in a single stage. of the bus engine while any door is locked. An audio alarm shall

(2) The universal joints and the center bearing of every pipdicate to the driver when any door lock is in the locked position

subject to inspection may not be loose or worn. while the ignition switch is in the “on” position. Any locking
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), Registg,ewce on &chool bus manufactured after July 1, 1977 or installed

February1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-9@m. (1) and (2), Register, December, 1997, Noon any school bus after July 1, 1977 shall comply with these
504, eff.1-1-98. requirements.

Trans 300.38 Emergency warning equipment. (8) A rear emergency window at least 16 inches in height and
(1) Each school bus shall be equipped with 3 bidirectional em&S Wide as practicable shall be provided in any bus where the

gency triangles. Oil burning pot flares may not be carried orfg'€rgency door is not in the rear. It shall be hinged at the top and
school bus. designed to prevent accidental closing in an emergency. A posi-

H‘;/e latch on the inside of the window shall provide for quick
2lease, but offer protection against accidental release. The out-
e handle shall be nondetachable and designed to minimize
¢hing.
9) The inside of each emergency window shall have the des-
tion “Emergency Exit”. An emergency door shall be identi-
fied with either the words “Emergency Exit” or “Emergency
emergency equipment t(_)or"'ontthe ti_nside ﬁt tIIhE tolp of,t 0(; ab?r\]{e tge d%or. Cfotr;]cise Ioper-
= 9% - : . ) ating instructions shall be located within 6 inches of the release
,ﬁ;;“;ggf,{;O?i%feg{g‘_“f_ag%rﬁgaﬁ'a’i?,' o Ragister ) R os noMechanism. When a release mechanism is not located within an
504, eff.1-1-98. occupant space of an adjacent seat, a label that indicates the loca
tion ofthe nearest mechanism shall be placed within that occupant
Trans 300.39 Emergency exits. (1) Each school bus space.The outside of the emergency door shall be clearly marked
shallhave emergency exits that comply with 49 CFR 571.217 ardmergency Door” or “Emergency Exit” in letters 2 inches high
FMVSS217, bus window retention and release, and the followirg the top of, or above the door or immediately below the upper
requirements. If a left side emergency door is utilized, there Shga“&ss. An arrow at least 6 inches long and 3/4 inch in width indi-
also be an emergency exit window in accordance with sub. (&ting the direction the release mechanism should be turned to
located in the back of the bus. A window by itself does not megien the door shall be painted in black on the yellow background.
this requirement for an emergency exit. The outside of the emergency window shall be labeled “Emer-
(2) Required emergency exits shall be designed to be opermthcyExit” in letters at least 2 inches high, directly above the win-
from both the inside and the outside of the bus. Side emergedoyv or on the window glazing. There may not be any labeling on
exit windows are exempt from this requirement. the glazing indicating emergency door. Labeling or operating
(3) There may not be any obstructions in the aisles or insitigtructions may be located on the glazing of emergency window
of the door that would delay or hinder an orderly use of the emekits as long as the labeling or instructions are clearly visible
gency exit. Articles transported on non-occupied seats inside iigide and outside the vehicle.
bus shall be secured. (10) A distinctive audible signal automatically operated shall
(4) Steps leading to an emergency door are prohibited.  clearly indicate tahe driver the unlatching of any emergency win-
(5) The upper and |ower portion of the Central rear ge’my dOW and no Cutoﬁ SW|tCh Sha“ be |nsta”ed n the circuit.
door shall be equipped with approved safety glass, the area of11) The area on the inside above the emergency door shall be
which shall be not less than 400 square inches in the upper portionered with padding at least 2 inches high the entire width of the
and not less than 280 square inches in the lower portion. Van t@oer opening.

(2) All emergency equipment shall be kept in suitable faste
ers or containers in a readily accessible place in the driver:
compartment. The container or units shall be secured to the

(3) Emergency equipment may be locked or kept in a locke
compartment provided it is not locked when passengers are bein
transported. '9

(4) This section does not preclude the carrying of addition
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(12) If the bus has a side emergency door, there shall be aTrans 300.42 First aid kit. (1) Each school bus shall
clear, unrestrictedrea to permit an exit aisle of 12 inches from thearry afirst aid kit. The container shall be moistureproof and dust-
center aisle of the bus without having to go over any obstructipgpof and of rigid construction. The kit shall be mounted in full
seat.The 12-inch measurement may be taken at any position fre/aw in the driver’s compartment, or it may be placed in an
floor to roof. The intent of this subsection is to provide a 12-inenclosed unlocked compartment in the driver’s area providing the
unrestricted aisle to and through the side emergency door. compartment is labeled “FIRST AID KIT” or marked with a red

(13) Type A-Il buses manufactured in 2 stages shall provid&°SS émblem in plain view indicating the location of the kit. The
emergency exits as required for larger vehicles. it shall be removable without the use qf any tools or keys._ _
(2) School buses shall carry a 16 unit kit or larger containing

(14) In addition to side and rear emergency exits, doors, Q least the following items:

windows,one or more roof hatches may be installed provided th
meet all requirements specified in FMVSS 217. In addition to t

“Adhesive bandage, 1-inch 2 packet
audible warning required on emergency doors by FMVSS 2]% esive bandage, 1=inch . .............. PACKELS
additional emergency exits shall be likewise protected as infiBandage compress, 2—inch . .............. .2 packetg
cated in s. Trans 300.39 (10). -
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), (6), (§)Bandage compress, 4-inch .. ............. .4 packetg
r. and recr. (14), Register, February, 1995, No. 4703€f-95 am. (2), (3), (9) and -
(13), Register, December, 1997, No. 504, Bfl-98. Gauze bandage, 4-inch ................. .2 packetg
Trans 300.40 Exhaust system. (1) The exhaust system | G@Uze compress, 3—inch 3-inch ..........| 2 packets

which includes the exhaust manifolds, joining gaskets, pipi i i . 1 packet
leading from the exhaust manifold, muffler and tail pipe may n'g%;auze compress, 24-inch 24-inch minimum . P

enterthe bus body at any location. The exhaust system pipes igiangular bandage, 40-inch ............. 2.packets

be of nonflexible steel except that those buses which utilize a die=- T K

sel engine may be equipped with a flexible pipe of not more thgf{'ré splint ... ......................... - 1 packet

18 inches long between the engine and the first exhaust pipg3) All units shall be in sanitized packages.

hanger. Stainless steel bellows assemblies are allowed. History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), r. (3), (4),
(2) An exhaust system that has its exit on the left side shafl"™ (3) to (3). Register, Februiary, 1995, No. 4703€f-95.

ha’vethe.e.xn point located no further forward than behind the driv- T1ans 30043 Fenders. Each school bus shall provide

er’s position. protectionfrom debris thrown by the tires by the use of fenders or

(3) An exhaust system that has its exit on the right side shislidy construction. The tire tread shall be within the fender or body
have the exit point located behind the rear wheels. construction.

(4) An exhaust system that exits at the rear shall extend to, butistory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, &ff1-83.
not beyond, the rear limit of the bumper.

(5) Everyexhaust system exit shall extend to, but not over ogﬁ

Trans 300.44 Floor covering. (1) The floor in the
derseat, driver’s compartment, step—well and the toeboard

inch beyond the body limits of the bus. The exhaust shall Bg.ag “including the tops of the wheel housings, shall be covered

directed to prevent an accumulation of exhaust gases underngail}  fire—resistant material.

the bus. . o ) ) (2) Type A-Ill buses shall have the floor covering secured so
_(6m) Buses equipped with diesel engines may be equippg@annot shift. The edges and seams shall be secured. The cover-

with aturn—down exhaust pipe. The turn-down exhaust pipe Mgy shall be of a slip resistant material.

not exceed 6 inches forward of the rearmost part of the bus. (3) Type A-l, B, C or D schoduses shall have floor covering

(6) The complete exhaust system shall be tightly connectg the total floor area. The aisle, step-well and entrance shall be
and free from leaks. of slip resistant rubber type material or equivalent material as cer-

(7) All emission control systems, components and parts shtified by the manufacturer, when either wet or dry. The covering
be maintained in accordance with manufacturer’s specificatiomgay not be cracked and shall be securely bonded or fastened to the

(8) School buses operated in interstate commerce shall cdifo"- All seams shall be sealed. ,
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, f1-83; am. (1), (3), Register,

ply with 49 CFR 393.83, exhaust system location. February1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-8&m. (2) and (3), Register, December, 1997, No.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 8ff1-83; am. (1), (5), cr. (5m), 504, No. 1-1-98.
(7), (8), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, ff1-95 am. (1) and (5m), Register,

December, 1997, No. 504, eft-1-98. Trans 300.45 Frame. (1) Alterations to the frame side

members may only be made by the chassis or body manufacturer.

equipped with dire extinguisher mounted in full view in the driv- (2) Holes are not permitted except where originally provided

er's compartment or mounted inside a compartment in the driv in the chassis frame. There may be no welding to the frame except

. b e - i .6635 the chassis or body manufacturer.
area ifthe compartment is in plain view and is labeled “Fire Extin- History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-88. (2), Register,

guisher” in red letters to indicate its location. December, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98.

(2) The fire extinguisher may be locked or kept in a locked

compartment provided it is not locked when passengers are bejnd fans 300.46 Fuel tank and fuel system integrity.
transported. (1) All fuel systems and tanks must be maintained free of leaks.

he fuel tank shall be attached to the bus in a manner that prevents

Trans 300.41 Fire extinguisher. (1) Each bus shall be

) L T
_ (3) Any fire extinguisher purchased after July 1, 1977, or u%n movement of the tank while the bus is in motion.
lized on a bus that was manufactured after January 1, 1978, sha by Al fuel i hall b di that will t
utilize dry powder or Halon 1211. The fire extinguisher shall be ) uetlines shall be secured in a manner that will preven
10 BC rating or a combination of 2 extinguishers with a total $f¢a:

at least 10 BC rating. Any bus manufactured after January 1, 1984(3) The filler pipe or device shall be located so that the fuel,
shall use only a single extinguisher. if spilled or overfilled, will not drip or drain on any part of the

(4) Each extinguisher shall be kept fully charged and sealeecﬁ(h‘f:lus't system.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3), 1. (5), 4) Eve_ry fuel system shall be properly vented to prevent any
Register, February, 1995, No. 470, 8f1-95. accumulation of fumes.
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(5) The fuel systems and tanks shall meet FMVSS 301, fuel (3) A convex mirror may be mounted on the inside rear of the
system integrityand all other federal and state standards and reg@ehool bus.

lations applicable for the type of fuel usedhet time of manufac-  History: Cr. Register, February983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), cr. (3), Regis-
ture. ter, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1+88n. (2), Register, December, 1997, No.

504, eff.1-1-98.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (5), Register,

February, 1995, No. 470, ef-1-95.
Trans 300.53 Ladders. A school bus may not have a lad-
Trans 300.47 Heaters. (1) An inside temperature of not der attached to the interior or exterior while it is in motion.
less than 50 fahrenheit at average minimum January temper _History:  Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-88. Register,

. cember, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98.
tures as established by the U.S. department of commerce, weather

bureau, for the area in which the bus is to be operated shall bel’rans 300.54 Lights, lamps, and reflectors (1) The

maintained throughout the bus. SO ]
following lights, lamps, and reflectors are required on a school bus
(2) The heater hose shall be adequately supported to gugkhted inaccordance with s. 347.44 (1), Stats. Each lamp shall be

against excessive wear or abrasion and may not interfere withygp ational and meet the applicable SAE specifications as pro-
restrict the operation of any engine function. Heater lines insiggied in this section.

the passenger compartment shall be shielded to prevent accidental . . . .
contact by the driver or passengers. ?a) The bus shall be equipped with alternating red flashing

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), Registg?‘,mps'

December, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98. 1. The bus shall be equipped with 2 red warning lamps at the
rear of the bus and 2 red warning lamps at the front of the bus,
Trans 300.48 Horn. Every bus used to transport pupilsihich shall be controlled by a manually actuated switch and shall
shall be equipped with a horn in good working order and capalilsh alternately at rate of 60 to 120 cycles per minute. A brake
of emitting a sound audible under normal traffic from a distanes door operated switch is not permitted. The “on” period shall be
of not less than 200 feet. long enough to permit bulb filament to come to full brightness.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 8#1-83. Two additional red warning lamps to the front and 2 to the rear
may be installed inboard and at the same level as the required
Trans 300.49 Inside height. (1) The inside height of the lamps. If so equipped, the system of red warning lamps shall be
school bus shall be 72 inches or more, measured metal to méthgqual size and wired so that the inboard lamps are energized
at any point on longitudinal center line from front vertical bow tevanually. The outboard lamps shall be automatically energized
rear vertical bow. and the inboard lamps automatically de—energized when the stop

(2) Type A-Il school buses need not comply with this sectiogigna! arm is extended.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-88. (2), Register, a. An option is permitted whereby 2 additional alternating
December, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98. flashing red lights may be mounted on both the front and rear of
the bus. The additional front facing lights shall be located between
Trans 300.50 Insulation. The ceilings and walls of busesthe bottom of the windshield and the top of the highest headlamp.
manufactured in 2 ajes and all type A-I, B, C and D buses shalthey may be mounted on the fender or the cowl.

be insulated to reduce heat and cold transfer. , b. The additional rear facing lights may be separate lamps
History: - Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-88. Register. moyntedwithin 12 inches above or below the directional turn sig-
December, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98. X . L .
nals or may be incorporated in an existing lamp. Any incorpora-
tion with an existing unit may not interfere with or override the

Trans 300.51 Instruments, gauges. (1) Every school o " . ) o -
. . oo ) . istingunit’s function. If the optional lighting system utilizes the
bus shall be equipped with the following illuminated mstrumenrg%r directional signals, it shall be so designed that if both the

to indicate malfunctions or gauges to indicate a measure or ca &ctional signal lamp and the flashing red lights are activated

fty: . ) during the same period of time, the flashing warning signals shall
(a) Air pressure or vacuum, where air or vacuum brakes ggert toonly the 2 required warning signals until such time as the
used with low energy supply warning systems. directional signal lamp is deactivated. The optional system may
(b) Ammeter or voltmeter. not be incorporated with the stop signal lamp.
(c) Fuel gauge. c. The optional system shall have units with a red lens of at
(d) Odometer and speedometer. least the same size as the required alternating lights. The alternat-

(e) Oil pressure ing “on,” “off” positions shall be opposite from those of the
Cool ) required alternating lights. The effect will produce the required
(f) Coolant temperature. _ _ __top mounted flashing light and an optional mid—height mounted
(2) All instruments and gauges shall be in operating conditigight to flash on opposite sides simultaneously. The result can be
and shall be mounted so as to be clearly visible to the seated driyescribed as a “wig-wag” or “cross—arm” effect.
(f)’HF'fégg{erf:ée%‘?gfr;‘?riggg"‘,‘\?é?"‘l%%?%ﬁ’\'ﬁé%ze' eff. 3-1-83;am. (1) @, ©. @. 2 The red warning lamps shall be of seal beam construction
or other approved type such as strobe or light emitting diode, not
less than 5 inches in diameter or with a surface area of at least 19
fire resistant inner lining on the ceilings and walls. The interi uare inches if not round and visible from a distance of at least

rearward metal panels shall be lapped over forward panels feet along the axis c.)f.the vehlclg in bright sunlllg.ht.
reduce the likelihood of injury in the event of separation. The 3. There shall be a visible or audible means of giving clear and
exposed edges of all interior panels shall be beaded, hemmeHr8nistakable indication to the driver when the signaling system
flanged. is turned on.

(2) Projections from the ceiling may not be allowed in the 4. Eachred warning signal lamp shall be mounted with its axis
entrance way or aisle. Except for the driver's compartment, 8ibstantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the bus.
speakers and accessory lighting devices shall be flush mounted or5. The front and rear red warning signal lamps shall be spaced
may extend up to one inch if edges are rounded or tapered. Acessfar apart laterally as practicable, and in no case shall the spacing
sory lighting shall be maintained in proper working condition. between lamp centers be less than 3 feet.

Trans 300.52 Interior. (1) Every school bus shall have a
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6. The front red warning signal lamps shall be located so timaay not be higher than the bottom of the windshield or lower than
they can be clearly distinguished when headlamps are lightedtbe headlamps.

lower beam. 2. There shall be on the rear, one red or amber signal on each
7. The warning signal lamps shall be mounted at the frogitle ofthe vertical centerline as wide as practicable mounted at the

above the windshield and at the rear so that the lower edge ofshme height.

lens is not lower than the top line of the side window openings. 3. Rear turn signals shall be mounted no less than 15 inches
8. The front and the rear signal lamps shall be unobstructeet more than 83 inches above the roadway.

by any part of the bus front @bove to 10 below horizontal and 4. Both the front and the rear direction signals shall comply
from 30" to the right and 30to the left of the centerline of the buswith SAE J588f.

9. The area around the lens of each alternately flashing red 5. An auxiliary side mounted signal shall be installed on the
signal lamp and extending outward approximately 3 inches to #ides of the body at approximately seat level, rub rail height, just
top and sides and a minimum of one inch to the bottom shalltieethe rear of the service door on the right side and approximately
paintedblack on all school buses. This subdivision does not ap@pposite the driver’s seat on the left side. These shall operate in
to vehicles not specifically manufactured as school buses amjunction with the turn signals. This subdivision applies to
which have red warning signal lamps mounted above the roof teghool buses of 30 feet or more in length. These lamps shall com-
Red warning signal lamps on such buses shall be equipped vgihwith SAE J914b.

black hoods at least 3 inches long. (e) Each bus shall be equipped with a 4-way hazard warning

10. Except as provided in subd. 9., red warning signal lamggerating unit which shall operate independently of the ignition
may be equipped with hoods to shield from rays of sun for equivalent switch and when activated shall cause the turn signal
improved visibility. lamps to flash simultaneously.

11. Lamps shall meet the requirements of SAE J887. (f) The headlamps shall comply with SAE J579c.

12. Vehicles painted other than glossy yellow are prohibited (g) Each bus shall be equipped with a light designed to indicate
from having the alternating red flashing lights mounted on tlvéhen the high beam headlamps are lit and located to be visible to
vehicle except as otherwise provided by statute. the driver.

(am) Each bus first registered on or after October 1, 1998, shall(h) Each bus, 80 or more inches wide, shall be equipped with
be equipped with a strobe light which shall conform with the foB amber identification lamps to the front and 3 red identification
lowing requirements: lamps tathe rear with lamp centers no less than 6 inches nor more

1. The strobe light shall be of solid state construction. It shHIgn 12 inches apart. No part of the front lamp or mountings shall
emit a vhite light by flashing, not rotating, 36@round the verti- b€ below the top of the bus windshield.
cal axis. (i) Each bus, 30 feet or more in length, shall be equipped with

2. The strobe light shall be capable of operating continuoudfijermediate side marker lamps meeting SAE J592f mounted no
withoutany significant change in the flash rate under all operatifgeS ban 15 inches above the road surface and at or near mid-point
conditions or weather extremes experienced in this state. ween the front and rear side marker lamps.

flash rate shall be no less than 60 nor more than 120 per minute(j) Each bus shall have a license plate lamp to illuminate the
The double flash effect shall be counted as a single flash.  rearlicense plate. The lamp shall meet the standards of SAE J587.

3. The electronic power supply circuit shall provide a mini- (k) Each bus shall be equipped with side marker lights. One
mum of 10 joules to the strobe tube. The flash shall be so desigagtber lamp shall be located on the side as far forward as possible
that there is a single or double flash or pulsing of the flash tulgéd one red lamp shall be located as far rearward as practicable.
A double flash unit may have different intensities with the firsthe lamps shall conform to SAE J592.
flash having the highest intensity. (L) There shall be 2 red stop lamps meeting the requirements

4. The strobe light shall be permanently mounted on the ce‘hiSAE J586 mounted on.the rear, one on each side of the vertical
erline of the bus roof not less than 3 feet from the front or rear@nterline at the same height and as far apart as practicable. Type

the bus. A strobe unit may not extend more than 8 inches abéve, B, C or Dbuses shall be equipped with lamps at least 7 inches
the roof. in diameter or with at least 38 square inches of surface area if not

5. The unit may be wired with an independent switch with 4Rund. The stop lamps shall activate upon application of the ser-

indicatorlight in the driver’s compartment showing when the lighf'c€ brakes. _ _ _
is in operation. (m) There shall be 2 red tail lamps meeting the requirements

6. The strobe light shall be actuated whenever the bus if>AE J585e mounted on the rear, one on each side of the vertical
operation on Aighway for purposes specified in s. 340.01 (56) ( nterline at the same height and as far apart as practicable. The
and (am), Stats., and may be actuated when the bus is in oper amps shall activate in conjunction with the headlamps. Two
on a highway and is transporting children for any other purpo itional tail lamps may be utilized and incorporated in the stop

b) Two backup | hall b ided which shall ¢ amp described in par. (L).
to \(S&E 3"50932(: up famps shafl be provided which shall conform ) there shall be reflex reflectors mounted on the bus located

as follows:
(c) There shall be 2 red clearance lamps on the rear and 2 amge
clearance lamps on the front, mounted as high and wide as pra t1. Onthe rear, 2 redflectors equally spaced as far apart from

cable to indicate the vehicle’s extreme width. Buses less than g center as pracﬂcable.
inches wide are exempt from this paragraph. 2. Onthe side, 2 reflectors; one amber at or near the front and

. . N . one red at or near the rear.
Th hall h P
(d) e bus shall be equipped with direction or turn signa 3. On the side of buses 30 feet or more in length, one amber

lamps.
P reflector located at or near the center.

1. There shall be at or near the front, facing forward, oné h refl hall b d | h inch
amber turn signal light on each side of the vertical centerline 4- Each reflector shall be mounted no less than 15 inches nor
than 60 inches above the road surface.

mounted at the same height, as wide as practicable. The bus & - ! ’
be equipped with signals mounted in the body or chassis. If not(2) Noncontrasting reflectiveape or sheeting may be used on
equipped with body or chassis mounted front turn signals, douBl&chool bus as an additional warning device.

faced signals shall be installed either on the fender or hood and3) Any lamp, light, or reflector shall be replaced only with a
shall be as wide as practicable. Mounting of double faced signalst meeting the standards of this section.
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(4) School buses painted as provided in s. 347.44, Stats., ptetely around the bus body, to a point of curvature near the front
registeredrior to October 1, 1998, may be equipped with a stroleé the body on the left side. On a type A-Il bus, the seat cushion
light meeting the requirements of sub. (1) (am). level rub rail is not required to extend around the rear corners of

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1) (intro.), (#he bus and may terminate at the radii of the right and left rear cor-
1.intro., b., 2, 11,, 12, (c), (d) 1., 5., (e), (h) to (M), (2), (4) (c), (d), Regietamiary, ners
1995, No. 470, eff3-1-95 am. (1) (a) 1. intro., b., 3. and 9., (d) 1., (L) and (4) (a), i . . . .
Register, Decembet997, No. 504, eff. 1-1-98; cr. (1) (am) (intro.), 6. and (4), r. (4) (2) There shall be one floor line rub rail. This rub rail shall be

intro.), renum. (4) (a) to (d) to be (1) (am) 1. to 4, renum. and am. (4) (e) to be H i

?am) % Re‘éistér’)A(pzily 15339, No.(52)(§, m £ oy and (1() 23() ) o lBtated in an area so that the center of the rub rail is located at or
2.,9., (d) 1. and (L) Register April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5-1-04. between the following points:

(&) No more than 7 inches above the top of the steel floor, or

(b) No more than 5 inches below the top of the steel floor. The

or line rub rail shall extend over the same longitudinal distance

Trans 300.55 Mirrors. (1) School bus mirrors shall com-
ply with the requirements in 49 CFR 571.111 and FMVSS 114,

In addition, type A-1, B, C or D buses shall comply with the folyg e seat level rub rail, except where it meets the wheel housing,

lowing: o , ) fuel filler caps, fuel fill doors, side marker lights and may termi-
(a) There shall be one interior rearview mirror of at least 6 byte at the radii of the right and left rear corners.

30 inches. The mirror shall be so constructed that the corners ar%) Rub rails shall be constructed of 16 gauge longitudinally

rounded and the edges are smooth or protected. _ . corrugated oribbed steel, or material with strength at least equiv-
(b) An optional convex mirror may be mounted on the insidgent to all-steel, as certified by the bus body manufacturer, of

rear of the school bus. 4-inch minimum width, flange to flange. Each rub rail flange
(c) There shall be 2 outside rearview mirrors, one to the rigiiiall be attached at each body post and all other upright structural

and one to the left of the driver. Each mirror shall have not lesgmbers.

than 50 square inches of unobstructed reflective surface and shatl4) Rub rails that are pressed in or snapped on do not meet the

be firmly supported and adjustable to give the driver a clear vigdtuirements of this section and are not permitted.

past both the right and left rear of the bus. (5) Rub rails applied to transit type buses with the engine in

(d) There shall be an adjustable convex mirror or equivalft rear may terminate at the forward edge of the engine compart-
“bananatype mirror” mounted on the right side to provide an addient.

tional c_Iose—in field of vision from the front of the_ bus rearward. History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), r. (6),
This mirror may be mounted on the bracket required for the crdggister, February, 1995, N&70, eff. 3-1-95am. (1) and (3), Register, December,
view mirror. The mirror required in this paragraph shall be indé297. No. 504, effl=1-98.

pendently adjustable. It shall have at least a 7 inch diameter faceTrans 30059 Seating. (1) All seats shall be forward fac-

_(2) Type A-ll buses shall have an interior and 2 exterior regfiy and securely fastened to that part or parts of the body which
view mirrors, one on the right and one on the left side of the’%pomhem. Passenger seat cushions shall be fastened to prevent
capable of reflecting a view past the rear of the bus. Mirrors cushions from disengaging from the seat frames in event of an
not have sharp corners or edges. _ _ accident. There shall be a minimum space of 24 inches between
(3) All buses shall be equipped with 2, 7—inch diameter cothe forward surface of a seat back and the rear surface of the seat
vex mirrors or an equivalent “banana type mirror” which shall bg barrier ahead measured across the seat cushion without
mounted on the right arlefft sides in such a manner that the drivefiepressing any surface. The forward surface of seat backs may
may observe a reflection of the road from beneath the framive side bolsters that briefly reduce the width to less than 24
bumper forward to a point where direct observation is possilifches provided the remainder of the seat measures at least 24

through each mirror. inches.
(4) Each mirror required in this section may not be broken, (2) The forwardmost seat on the right side of the bus shall be
cracked or discolored. located so as not to interfere with the driver’s vision.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1) (intro.), (3), o : e i
et} (0] At O30 bl (1) (5 2l 0 an e e (.0, Begatbromny 1602 & (3) A minimum of 36 inches of headroom for the sitting posi-

No. 470, eff. 3-1-95am. (1) (intro.), (2) and (4), Register, December, 1997, No. 50ti0n above the top of the undepressed cushion line of all seats shall
eff. 1-1-98. be provided. The measurement shall be made vertically not more

Trans 30056 Mounting of body. (1) The chassis frame than 11 inches from the side wall at cushion height and at the fore

for body—on—-chassis type buses shall extend to the rear edge of {F1d aft center of the cushion.

rearbody cross member. Insulating material used at body to fram%&r? (a)hThe baclés c;f f]eats of sihmi_lag sfize Shr?" ﬁe of thz s?]mltle
contact points shall be so attached that it will remain in positigdth at the top and of the same height from the floor and shal

under any anticipated maintenance or bus operating conditiofia"t athe same angle with the floor. The top corners, and at least

(2) The body shall be securely fastened to the chassis fra inches of the top of the back surface of the seat backs shall be
Every body att)fachment device ghall be securely fastened Sdded sufficiently toeduce the likelihood of injury upon impact.
maintained with proper tension th t c#shlons_ and stea_t Ibacks may not have any torn or worn—

e : : ~ rough covering material.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 81163 (b) The seat back of the rearmost seat shall be of the same

Trans 300.57 Openings. (1) All openings in the floor- dimension as the seat immediately forward. Failure to comply
board or firewall, between chassis and passenger compartmefit) this standard will result in the loss of one seating position, or
such as for the gear shift lever and auxiliary brake lever, shallbeeating positions if this situation occurs in both rows, when
sealed to prevent fumes or foreign material from entering the péstermining the capacity of the bus. This requirement shall apply
senger compartment. only to type A-I, B, C or D $wol buses manufactured after Janu-

(2) Every school bus shall be free of rusted or deterioratééy 1, 1984.
areas which could permit the entrance of foreign substance into(5) Fold down, fold up or reclining seats or seat backs is not
the interior of the vehicle. permitted in achool bus except as allowed in s. Trans 300.33 (3).

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, &ff1-83. (6) A child restraint seat may be installed in place of a standard
seat. The replacement seat shall meet all of the requirements in

_Trans 300.58 Rub rails. (1) Every bus shall contain a rub ;s section, except that the seat back may exceed the seat height
rail located at seat cushion level. Except at the emergency d%qr e remaining bus seats by not more than 4 inches
rear compartment or special service door, the seat cushion IeVe[sov " cr register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (4) (b), (5), cr.

rub rail shall extend from the rear side of the service door cogsy, Register, February, 1995, No. 470, 8f1-95 am. (4) and (5), Register, Decem-
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ber, 1997, No. 504, eff. 1-1-98R 03-116: am. (1) Register April 2004 No. 580,  (9) Eachschool bus with an emergency exit shall have the exit
eff. 5-1-04. identified as required in s. Trans 300.39.

Trans 300.60 Service door. (1) The service door shall |ettgr?%gnugtfﬂlgyggngpzgrtehéhguosr'“y other decals, stickers, or

be under control of the driver and so designed as to prevent acci- ; - - . . .

dental opening. When a hand lever is used, no parts shall cqméa) No smoking, eating or drinking, (maximum 2-inch high

together so as to shear or crush any fingers. etiers). _ _ _
(2) The service door shall be located on the right side of the (P) Any signs required by the federal bureau of motor carrier

bus and within the view of the driver. safety or national highway traffic safety administration.
(3) The service door shall have a minimum horizontal opening (€) Identification as to .Ioca.tlon _Of emergency equipment.
of 24 inches and a minimum vertical opening of 68 inches. (d) Seat belt use required in this vehicle.

(4) The upper and lower glass panels of the service door shall(€) Seating chart, (maximum siz&8x 11 inches).

be of safety glass. The bottom of the lower glass panel may not bgf) Ryles pertaining to passenger conduct, (maximix
more than 35 inches from the ground when the bus is unloadedinches).

;I;hrent?hp (:f theft:jppe;r _ic_]Lass panrel Imay norE ble rr]ntl)lrg thafr;nﬁ iTChefg) Any decal denoting membership in an association dealing
om the top of door. The upper glass panel shall be of insulatgey"school transportation. The decal shall be placed within 12
glass or of a thermo electric design that performs at least as wWelh oS to the rear of service door and below window line. It may

as (ig)suﬁl\atecli gllflss. di nci ith th ice d rzot exceed 36 square inches.
ny lock used in conjunction wi e service door mus ; ; - ;
be _constructed_to insure that the door is not in the locked posit&n(v%mzngiravrgglrﬁ:(lje_ssﬁg\gg(rje%ebélalllqgﬁflgdb[?gérlg I%l;?kgﬁgh;@sn\ger
while transporting passengers. . . inches long by ¥, inches high and displaying the word “PRO-
(6) The service door shall be equipped with a seal to prevesdNE” in one-inch letters displayed on the right rear corner of the
dust and cold air from entering the vehicle. bus.

(7) Type A-Il buses need not comply with subs. (3) and (4). (h) A sign indicating type of fuel used.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (4), (5), 1. (8), ; :
Register, February, 1995, N&70, eff. 3-1-95am. (4) and (7), Register, December, (i) A placard, decal or other device, not to exceed 90 square

1997, No. 504, effl-1-98;CR 03-116: am. (4) Register April 2004 No. 580, eff. inches in size, to identify the bus to the children.
5-1-04. (i) Emergecy telephone number may be placed in the driver’s
compartment in accordance with the following criteria:

1. The device the numbers are displayed on may not exceed
ches by 7 inches and may include a current calendar.

2. Acceptable emergency telephone numbers: police, fire,

Trans 300.61 Signs and lettering. (1) Only signs and
letteringapproved by state law or rule shall appear on or in the bgsm

(2) The body shall bear words “School Bus” in black letters at
least 8 inches high and one-inch stroke on both front and reagQl: e squad, school bus contractor, and school transportation
on yellow signs attached thereto. The lettering shall be placgfhctor or administrator.
above the rear window and the front windshield. This letterinGyisory. cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 2#1-83; am. (7), cr. (10) (gm),
shallonly appear on buses painted the yellow and black school Ig)s (11), Register, February, 1995, No. 470,3-95 am. (7) and (10) (j) 1., Reg-
colors and meeting all the requirements of ch. Trans 300. ister, December, 1997, No. 504, €ff.1-98.

(3) Each school bus painted the yellow and black color 45,5 30062 Steering. (1) Steering systems shall com-
schemeshall have a fleet number consisting of no more than 4 digz with 49 CFR 393.209. No changes may be made in the steering
its. The fleet number shall appear on the front and the rear of E%paratus without the approval of the chassis manufacturer.
bus.Additional fleet number locations may be utilized at the own- (2) There shall be a clearance of at least 2 inches between the
ers option. . steering wheel and the cowl, instrument panel, windshield, or any
(4) Fleetnumbers shall be no less than 3 inches nor more thaiar surface.

6 inches high with &inch brus.,h_ stque. (3) The steering components may not be loose, worn, or bind-

(5) Fleet numbers are prohibited in the black area around g and steering stops shall be adjusted so the tire does not rub at
alternately flashing red lights. ~any point. The steering wheel lash may not exceed that found in

(6) The name and address (an_d telephone number,_ if deS|_r¢g FR 393.209 (b).
of the owner or operator shall be displayed below the window line 4) The power steering system may not leak nor shall the drive
in the panel to the rear of, and as close as possible to, the seryigepe cracked, frayed or worn.
door in letters not less than 2 inches high nor more than 3 iNCh&Sistory: cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 2#1-83; am. (1), (3), Register,
high by ¥4 inch stroke. If desired, this marking may also be&ebruary, 1995, No. 470, ef-1-95 am. (4), Register, December, 1997, No. 504,
painted on the left side of the bus below the driver’s windo®/- 1-1-98.

Owner’s decals may be used to comply with this subsection if the ) .
decals do not violate other provisions of this section. Trans 300.63 Steps. (1) The first step at the service door
may not be more than 16 inches from the ground.

(7) The name of the school or school bus firm may appear on 2) The riser of any step may not be more than 15 inches. If

the sides of the bus between the seat line rub rail and the bot ) : .
window line in contrasting yellow or black letters not more tha}s%li ?}tare 2 or more risers, they shall be approximately equal in

10 inches high. The owner’s name may also appear on the .

bumper in school bus yellow. The lettering may not exceed 6(3) The step may not protrude beyond the widest part of the

inches in height with &/2 inch brush stroke. These options do ndt0dY-:

relieve the owner or operator from the requirements of sub. (6). (4) Each step shall be covered with or constructed of nonskid
(8) The vehicle’s registration card or a photocopy of the cafgaterial. .

shall be displayed in the driver's compartment and shall be (5) All steps shall be enclosed to prevent the accumulation of

mounted in a holder so the card can be read without removal. T¢f0r snow except the first step of a type A=l bus which may have

passenger capacity shall appear on the inside of the bus abové@fhexposed step with a slip resistant surface.

front windshield so it can be easily read. It shall indicate the num- (6) Each bus shall be equipped with a stepwell light which

ber of seated passengers that may legally be transported. Emtlvatesautomatically upon opening of the service door to illumi-

wheelchair position shall be counted as a seated passenger. nate the steps. This light is not required to be operational during
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daylight hours. However, it must be in a working condition at adit least 2/32—inch around the entire periphery measured at 2 points
times. no less than 15 inches apart in any major tread groove.

(7) Each school bus shall be equipped with a grab handle at(2) A school bus may not be operated with regrooved,
least 10 inches in length, located inside the service door entraregapped, or retreaded tires on the front wheels.
for providing assistar;ce to enter or |e§}/3ﬁf the bus. (3) A school bus may not be operated with cuts or chunks
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, -83; am. (2), (6), (7), Reg- iss| i i
ot e 355 470, G158 . (.0 an 5. g Secamter oad P01 Cord, fecaps peeled [o0se or off,or showing
(4) Tires of diferent size or ply rating may be used except that
Trans 300.64 Stop signal arm. (1) A stop signal arm all tires on an axle must be the same size and type. Bias and radial
which meets FMVSS 131 and SAE J1133 is required on evdifes may not be mixed.
school bus painted with the yellow and black color scheme. The(5) All tires shall be maintained to meet the manufacturer’s
stop signal arm may not be extended until the bus is complet&lpWR and GVWR.

Stopped. History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (4), Register,

. . . No. 470, eff. 3-1-9%m. (2 Register, D 1997, No.
(2) The stop signal arm shall be installed in such a manner thg G5 5 0 470, ef 3-1-98m. (2) and (3), Register, December, 1997, No

it cannot be activated unless the alternately flashing red lamps are

in operation. _Trans 300.68 Wheels. (1) A bus may not be operated
(3) The following specifications shall govern installation ofvith any cracked rims, loose lug bolts or nuts or elongated stud
the stop signal arm: holes.

(a) It shall be a metal, or material with strength at least equiva-(2) The wheel bearings may not have more than 1/4 inch free
lent to all-steel, as certified by the bus body manufacturer, ocB42Y When measured at the tire level.
gon-shapedign at least 18 inches wide and 18 inches long exclu- (3) The following measurements are the maximum amount of
sive of the mounting bracket. All sheet metal parts shall be p@y permitted in the king pins or ball joints when measured at the
gauge or heavier. outside of the tire:

(b) It shall have the word “STOP” on both sides in white letters (2) When the wheel diameter is 16 inches or less, not more than
at least 6 inches high and 7/8 inch wide on a bright red badké4 inch play is permitted.
ground. The outer edge shall have a white border atYeasth (b) When the wheel diameter is greater than 16 inches the play
wide. All other parts of the assembly shall be painted black. permitted is 3/8 inch.

(c) It shall be equipped with 2, 4—inch or larger, double fac i—(istory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No._326, 8ff1-83 am. (2), (3) (a) and
alternating flashing red lamps to be mounted near the perimgP yRegister, December, 1997, No. 504, Bf1-98.
of the sign with a minimum of 12 inches spacing between lamp Trans 300.69 Windows. (1) In this section:
centers. These lamps shall be wired to the circuit of the flashing a) “ANS Z26.1" means the standards for glazing in land

red warning lamps mounted on the front and rear of the bus. TI‘\(; icles adopted by reference in s. Trans 300.20 (1) (k), under 49

lamps may be strobe lamps or light emitting diodes. In lieu of t ; : -
2 double faced alternating flashing red lamps, the stop signal bﬁ:R part 571, motor vehicle safety standard 205, glazing materi

may be equipped with red flashing, high visibility light—emitting" ~, | ., - ” . : -
diodesincorporated into the word “STOP,” in accordance with the, (b) "AS 1”0 "AS 11" have the same meaning as in section 6

requirements of sub. (3) (b). of ANS Z26.1. _ _ _
(4) Reflectorizing of the sign shall be optional. (c) “AS 12" means a safety plastic material that includes all

. . of the following:
5) The stop signal arm shall be mounted on the left side of bus ; .
- (C Iése b thepdri% er's window as practicable. zzeli Complies with tests 10, 13, 16, 17, 21, and 24 of ANS

(6) The requirements of this section for the operation of th : . .
stopsignal arm does not apply to school buses which are operaé 2. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26.1 with the

only in areas where use of the flashing red warning lights is n(% eption othe test for res_lstance o undiluted d_enatured al_cohol.
permitted. 3. In new buses or in replacement glazing has affixed a

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3) (c), (@)}anufacturer’s label specifying instructions and agents for clean-

Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-8ferg. am. (3) (a) and (c), eff. INg the glazing that will minimize the loss of transparency.

7-1-97; am. (1), (2) (3) (a), (c) and (6), Register, December, 1997, No. 504, eff. « ” : . .
1-1-98CR O?E—)ll(e:)a(m). ((2)) aﬁug (3) (c() glegis?er April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5—1—04.Of t(ﬁg fo/?lgv&iﬁgmeans a safety plastic material that includes all

Trans 300.65 Sunshield. Each school bus shall have an 1. Complies with tests 16, 22 and either 23 or 24 of ANS
interior sunshield installed above the windshiefzch type A-I, Z26.1.
B, C or D bus shall have one of a size not less than 6 by 16 inches.2. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26.1 with the
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-861. Register, exception othe test for resistance to undiluted denatured alcohol.
December, No. 504, eft-1-98. 3. In new buses or in replacement glazing has affixed a
. manufacturer’s label specifying instructions and agents for clean-
Sion ‘system ohall Gomply it he requirements 4o CFBD he glazing that will minimize the 1055 of transparency. |
393.207. The bus shall be equipped with front and rear sho%k(z) The glazing in windows to the right and left of the driver
absorbers. S _a(ljl be |dﬁnﬁlgeddby_the td%sggeitl?& AZS A%SOL, AS AZS 'El_;he reartn:r?stt
- windowsshall be designate , , or , except tha
| (b) Tt:_e sho%k ﬁltt))soy bers ;:,jhall bke maln(;alned free of leaks @\l |ower glazed portion of the emergency door may be designated
all mountings shall bé In good working order. . AS 8. Any other side push-out or kick—out windows may be iden-
(2) A school bus may not be operated with any broken springfied with glazing designated as AS 1, AS 2, AS 3, AS 4, AS 5,

leaf or worn, loose, mislocated shackles or "U” bolts. AS 12, or AS 13.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum. (1) to (3) to . - )
be (1) (a), (b) and (2) and am. (1) (a), Register, February, 1995, No. 4301e85 ~ (3) On type A-l, B, C or D buses, the window to the driver’s
am. (2), Register, December, 1997, No. 504,1eff-98. immediate left and the window immediately to the rear of the ser-

vice door shall be of insulated glass or of a thermo electric design
Trans 300.67 Tires. (1) The front tires shall have treadthat performs at least as well as insulated glass. Exceptions are
depth of at least 4/32—inch and rear tires shall have tread depthwBway van based vehicles manufactured in 2 stages equipped
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with a driver’s door and a roll-up window. If a lift and lift door (2) If a school bus uses a ramp it shall have a nonslip material
are located immediately to the rear of the service door, the windowthe surface or may have a metal nonslip surface construction.
in the lift door is not required to meet this requirement. The wiffthe ramp shall be in a secured position while the bus is in motion.
dow to the rear of the lift door may be glazing applicable to oth€he ramp shall be at least 30 inches wide on the surface.

windows. (3) A power lift may be of varying design and operation. A lift
(4) Each full side window shall provide a vertical opening afay be designed to cause only minor vehicle design change other
at least 9 inches, obtained by lowering the top portion of the wiivan for the special service opening, or a different design lift may
dow. The driver's window may be of a sliding forward and reabe built to raise or lower through the floor of the vehicle. Each of
wardconstruction. A type A-Il bus having windows which do nothese designs shall have a minimum lifting capacity of 700
open fom the top shall have no more than a 5-inch wide openiggunds. Alabel stating that the lift meets this requirement shall be
(5) All windows shall operate freely. The side window latchesither permanently fiked to the power lift in a visible location or
shall be capable of holding the window securely in place in &fie information may be permanently stamped in a visible location.
positions. (4) The power source and mechanism of the lift shall be
(6) All exposed edges shall be banded or ground. enclosed.

(7) A distinctive audible signal automatically operated shall (5) The platform of the power lift shall be covered with non-
clearly indicate to the driver the unlatching of an emergency wiship material or it may be of nonslip construction. The surface shall
dow when the ignition is in the "on” position. A cut—off may nobe at least 30 inches wide.

biiisr:frta_‘”gdég Tsr:(eer ?:!Srldlat 1983, No. 326, 21-83: am. (1) (@), (©) 3. @) (6) Every platform of a power lift shall be designed and
3., (2), (32')3 Re;gistg,y February, 1%"95 No. 470.2f1-95 am. (1) (c) (intro.). 1., 2., constructed tprevent any movement when it is in the stored posi-
(d) (intro.), 1., 2., (3), (4) and (7), Register, December, 1997, No. 502-2#98;  tion. This requirement may be met by either a mechanical locking

CR 03-116: am. (3) Register April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5-1-04. device or by the internal design of the lift.

Trans 300.70 Windshield. (1) The glass in the wind- (7) The power lift shall be so designed that the operator has

shieldshall be laminated safety glass identified by the designatiBRSitive control to move, stop, or reverse the lift travel at will. In
AS 1. This mark shall be visible and legible. The glass shall be35dition, the lift shall be controlled by a limit switch or by-pass
such quality as to prevent distortion of view in any direction. Va/ve Wh'?p Vﬁ'" |mmeg|ately stop thebqlrectlon of travel upon
(2) The windshield may not be obstructed. contact with the ground or a forelgn_o ject.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-@8. (2), Register, (8) The power lift shall be so d_95|gned that the platform does
December, 1997, No. 504, eff-1-98. not fall in the event of a power failure.

. . 9) The platform shall have a device on the curb side to pre-
Trans 300.71 Windshield washer. (1) Each school bus ( . . e -
shall be equipped with an operational windshield washer systéﬁﬂt any wheelchair from rolling off when the lift is in any hori

that provides fluid for the windshield wipers to effectively cleal tal position other than at grounq level.
the windshield. (10) The power lift shall be designed to prevent the operator

or the person being transported from becoming entangled or
crushed during the lift operation.

(11) When inthe stored position, every power lift or ramp and
Trans 300.72 Windshield wipers. Every school bus its associated super structure shall have all exposed sharp edges,
shall be equipped with 2 complete and operational windshialdrners, and projecting parts padded to prevent injuheivent
wipers. The system shall have at least 2 speeds. of contact in an accident. This requirement does not apply to the
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 8ff1-83. platformsurface but shall apply to the sides of the platform if they

. L are exposed and not concealed by a padded super structure or a
Trans 300.73 Wiring. All circuits of the bus shall be pro-#addég barrier. yap up vet
|_

:;?gﬁ? abt)i/ng %gi]lg;zTgatlﬁzrbE?rlgnetf{g;tdtran5|st0rs, or fuse of su (12) If the lift does not include a padded super structure, the

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-18R;03-116: am. _tOp of th_e door ope_nlng _Sha“ be covered th paddlng at least 2
Register April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5-1-04. inches high the entire width of the door opening.

. . . (13) The lift control shall be interlocked with the vehicle
Subchapter Ill—Special Additional Requirements  prakes, transmission or door, or shall provide other appropriate
mechanisms or systems, to ensure that the vehicle cannot be

Trans 300.75 Special service opening. (1) Every moyed when the lift is not stowed and so the lift cannot be
schoolbus used for transporting persons in wheelchairs shall h loyed unless the interlocks or systems are engaged.

an _endO_SEd dO_OI‘ Opening located on the right side of the vehic istory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3), (11), cr.
which will permit the use of a ramp or lift. (12),(13), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, 2#L-95 am. (1), Register, Decem-

(2) The door of the special opening shall be equipped withPg> 1997; No- 504, efl~1-98.

device to hold it open. .
Trans 300.77 Wheelchair fasteners. (1) Each wheel-

(3) Each door shall have a window. . . - - ; .
(4) The opening shall be equipped with material which seaghaurshall be secured to the bus with a fastening device with suffi

out dirt, water, and fumes. font strength to:

(5) There shall be a light which illuminates the platform and (2) Retain the chalr_ln the eveqt the bus overturns.
the area outside the opening. (b) Prevent the chair from moving.

(6) A drip molding shall be installed to effectively divert water () Prevent the chair’s wheels from leaving the floor in the

(2) The washer shall be maintained and operational.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, &ff1-83.

from the opening. event of a sudden stop or start.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (6), Register, (2) The fastening device may be either a metal locking unit
February, 1995, No. 470, ef-1-95. that secures the wheelchair to the wall or floor or a webbing belt

Trans 300.76 Power lift or ramps. (1) Every school bus system that accompllshes the same purpose.
transporting persons in wheelchairs shall be equipped with eithe(3) No wheelchair may be attached to any door.
a power lift or ramp which utilizes the special service opening spe-(4) A webbing belt system shall be secured to the bus at not
cified in s. Trans 300.75. less han 2 points. It shall be anchored in the bus frame, body posts
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or other metal structure. Interior paneling is not considered an ade{b) All walls shall be constructed of rigid material.

quate anchorage. (c) The restroom or restroom door may not interfere with
(5) A webbing belt used to secure the wheelchair to the bodgcess to emergency exits.

frame may not be used to also secure the passenger to the whegl) There may be no sharp edges or protrusions.

chair. (4) BAack-up ALARM. A school bus may be equipped with a

(6) School buses manufactured and placed in operation afigick—up alarm system manufactured in accordance with any fed-
January 17, 1994, and transporting passengers in wheel chgjg or state specifications.

shall comply with FMVSS 222, school bus seating and crash 5 Az conprmioning units. A school bus may be equipped
protection. The wheel chairs shall be secured in the following, air conditioning systems. The system shall be approved by

manner ) - the Wisconsin division of state patrol prior to installation.
(8) In aforward facing position. o (6) AIRFoIL. A school bus may be equipped with a yellow or
(b) By wheel chair securement devices at 2 locations in thick air foil system on the top rear. An air foil system shall be
front and 2 locations in the rear. mounted so as not to interfere with the visibility of required lights
(c) If a 3-wheel chair, each wheel location shall be securednd lettering.
ruary, 3965, o, 470, € 3-1-58m. (1) and (3), Registar, Detember 1967 No, . (7) VIDEO CAMERAS. A school bus may be equipped with a
504, eff.1-1-98. video camera subject to the following conditions:

) (a) The video camera shall be mounted in the driver’s compart-

Trans 300.78 Seats and restraints. (1) Seat frames ment above the top glass portion of the windshield. Additional
may be equipped to accept seat belts or other types of restraigigunting locations may be used upon approval by the division of

(2) Every occupant shall be secured to the wheelchair whileate patrol.
being transported. This securement shall be separate and in add{h) The video camera may not interfere with driver visibility
tion to that required in s. Trans 300.77. and passenger entrance and aisle.

(3) Aisle-facing seats in buses transporting wheelchairs are(8) BLoob-BORNE PATHOGEN KIT. A school bus may be
permittedonly over the wheel housing provided they are equippeguipped with a blood—borne pathogen kit subject to the follow-
with a device to prevent a passenger from sliding off either englg conditions:

These seats shall be permanently mounted and may not have @ The kit shall be mounted or located in the drivepisipart-
retractable seating surface. ment
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (3), Register, ’ .
February, 1995, No. 470, e#-1-95 am. (3), Register, December, 1997, No. 504, (b) The kit shall be labeled.
eff. 1-1-98. History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No. 470, 8ff1-95 am. (1), (3) (c) and
(d), Register, December, 1997, No. 504, eff. 1-1€J8;03-116: r. and recr. (6)

Trans 300.79 Communications.  Every school bus used Register April 2004 No. 580, eff. 5-1-04.
to transport special education or disabled students shall comply Subchanter IV—G IR . t
with the communication requirements found in s. Trans 301.14. ubchapter Iv—(eneral kequirements

History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No. 470, &ff1-95. . .
Y 9 y Trans 300.85 Replacement equipment.  Any item of

Trans 300.80 Optional equipment. A school bus owner equipment if covered by a standard in this chapter shall, upon
or operator shall use the following procedure to obtain authorizgplacement, be replaced with an item meeting the original stan-
tion for equipment that is not specifically authorized by this chagard.Any modification of a school bus shall be in conformity with
ter: state rules in effect at the time of the modification.

(1) Submit an authorization request for equipment installation*istory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, 8fi1-83.
to thev\?dmlnls.trago:gr%gl;/l_s;gri;f state patrol, P.O. box 7912, Madi- Trans 300.86 Enforcement policy. (1) The enforce-
son, vvisconsin, ' ment policy of the division of state patrol shall take into consider-

(2) Equipment installation may only proceed followingation the age, condition, and equipment of buses before granting
receipt of detter of authorization from the administrator, or deS|gapprova|for their continued use. The division may not permit the

nee, of the division of state patrol. use of any bus for school transportation purposes which is deemed
(3) Providefor inspection of the vehicle and equipment if necto be unsafe or unfit for such service.
essary. ) (2) In construing and enforcing the provisions of this chapter,
History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No. 470, 8ff1-95. the act, omission or failure of any officer, agent, servant or other

The Person acting for or employed by the registered owner or the les-
following equipment is approved: see of the bus, whoever has control, done within the scope of
(1) PUBLIC ADDRESSSYSTEM. A .school bus may be equippedemployment is deemed to be the act, omission or failure of such

. e ister wner or | . Thi ion n I
with apermanently mounted public address system that aIIQWSW Igttiirfsdo? ches 4?6 gf:tie and s %gsg %000 1%065 ot apply to
gnver to communlcate directions by voice to Studen_ts outside t ?Iistory: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), Register,

us. Mounting of any external speakers may not interfere witbbruary, 1995, No. 470, e#-1-95; correction in (2) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b)
driver visibility, mirrors or outside lights. Speakers may béf’r Sltaf-, Register, August, 1996, No. 488. Register, December, 1997, No. 504,
mounted under the hood. eff. 1-1-98.

(2) WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW LENS. A school bus may be  Trans 300.87 Inspection procedures. (1) Upon noti-
equipped with a wide angle rear view lens mounted on the upfigation by the department of transportation, or the department of
window ofthe emegency doorThe lens may not cover more tharpublic instruction, oany public school official, the owner or oper-
220 square inches. The lens shall be centered on the window ggedl shall present all school buses for inspection at the time and
shall be permanently attached. place designated or the department may, at its option, inspect the

(3) RestrooM. A restroom facility may be installed at theschool buses at the owner’s place of business. All school buses
rearmossection of a school bus. Installation shall meet all statutelsall be inspected annually.

and rules related to such installation. The following conditions (2) A school bus inspection report shall be completed for each

Trans 300.81 Authorized optional equipment.

shall also apply: school bus inspected. A copy of the report shall be provided to the
(@) The restroom door shall be locked during pupil transportsehoolbus owner and the respective school district. Upon comple-
tion. tion of an inspection, a school bus shall be approved or disap-
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proved. Aschool bus is approved when it is found that all requirehall be subject to this chapter and to the referenced federal motor
ments of this chapter are met. A school bus is disapprovedséhicle safety standards in effect on the date of manufacture. The
defects are noted and the school bus inspection report indicategartment shall consider the date of manufacture as being the

that the vehicle is “out-of-service.” date on which the second stage manufacturer or the school bus
(3) Itis unlawful for a person to operate or permit to be opef2dy manufacturer completes the installation of the body on the
ated any school bus that: chassis othe date a single manufacturer completes the unit. In the

o . . case of a rebody, the completed rebody school bus has been
(@) Isin \{|o|at|on (?f any requirement of .th's chapter. remanufactured on March 1, 1995 or later and shall meet the
(b) Requires repairs prior to any operation. requirements of this chapter and the referenced federal motor
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum. to be (1) apghjcle safety standards in effect on the date of the rebody.

am., cr. (2), (3), Register, February, 1995, No. 4703eff-95. History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum. fronass T
300.89 and am., Register, February, 1995, No. 47@B-€ff-95.

Trans 300.88 Applicability. (1) School buses manufac- . o .
turedprior to March 1, 1995 shall be subject to the rules applicable Trans 300.89 Penalties. Violations of any provisions of
at the time the vehicle was first registered as a school bus in Wi$ chapter shall be prosecuted under the governing statute.

consin. School buses subject to previous standards are less sffiere® no penalty is provided, the violation shall be prosecuted as
gent. set forth in s. 85.16 (2), Stats.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum. froraiss T
(2) All school buses manufactured on March 1, 1995 or lateso.91 and am., Register, February, 1995, No. 47B-F-95.
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